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The 57th San Francisco International Film
Festival

For the fourth consecutive year, the San Francisco Film Society gets a new executive director.

However, year after year, the society's terrific programming team has been consistent in

curating excellent world and independent cinema and in presenting the "crown jewel of the

society"—the San Francisco International Film Festival (SFIFF), the longest running film festival

in American.

There is no exception this year either. In fact, the festival only looks better, despite a

challenging timing sandwiched between the Sundance Film Festival and the Cannes Film

Festival.
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After H
ollis W

ilson's w
ife (Aaron Paul) died, he is not doing w

ell in taking care of his tw
o

young sons, 13-year-old Jacob (Josh W
iggins) and 10-year-old W

es (D
eke G

arner). W
hen

Jacob is getting in trouble w
ith the law

, the fam
ily faces the reality that W

es m
ay be

taken aw
ay by his aunt Pam

 (Juliette Lew
is).

15-year-old Josh W
iggins gives a raw

 and stunning perform
ance as Jacob. Although often

stone faced, he is able to brilliantly convey the character's anger, sorrow
, resentm

ent,

hope, and love, all captured by shaky cam
era m

ovem
ents that effectively echo his

restless physical and psychological being. H
is acting breakthrough at such a young age

rem
inds m

e of Leonardo D
iCaprio, although Josh W

iggins probably gets an O
scar before

Leonardo D
iCaprio does.

G
o to the list of titles

W
aterm

arks: T
hree Letters from

 China (Sw
itzerland 2013 | in Chinese | 80 m

in. |

D
ocum

entary)

Sw
iss docum

entarian Luc Schaedler's fascination about China is evident by each

docum
entary he m

ade every eight years—
"M

ade in H
ong Kong" (1997), "A

ngry M
onk:

Reflections on Tibet" (2005), and the latest "W
aterm

arks: T
hree Letters from

 China"

(2013). In this final installm
ent of the trilogy, he tells three stories that represent

m
illions of ordinary Chinese people w

ho live in the rapid changing contem
porary China.

Am
ong the three letters, the first story is the m

ost poignant and heartfelt one. W
ei

Jinhua w
orks in a dirty coal m

ine and lives w
ith his w

ife and young son far from
 his

hom
etow

n—
a severely drought village in N

orthern China w
here his elderly parents live.

Being the only son, Jinhua is torn betw
een the responsibility to take care of his aging



parents and the obligation to provide a better future for his young family. They all work

extremely hard yet hardly make ends meet and live in harsh conditions. Their story draws

a sharp contrast to the new riches who benefit the most from the booming economy in

China. However, the love in this three generation family is heartfelt and deeply touching.

The second letter comes from Guangxi (广西), in Southern China, with words from a

retired intellectual. He is opinionated and outspoken about China's past, present, and its

future, particularly addressing the devastation and lasting effects caused by the Culture

Revolution. His voice surely strikes a chord with many Chinese people.

The final letter is composed in Chongqing (重	), focusing on a 19-year-old free spirited

girl Chen Chaomei. She was found on a tree when she was an infant by her adopted

parents. Despite being punished by the one-child policy, they brought her up as their own

child. Chaomei is surprisingly at peace with her past and presents herself with a carefree

persona, often dressed as a boy. But deep down, she concerns about if she might be

abandoned again by the changing society and if she can finally find her place in an

unsettling China.

Through these three stories, the director Luc Schaedler paints striking portraits of regular

Chinese people and their daily struggle to cope with the fast moving world and to search

for a better future. These stories are both touching and inspiring.


